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Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) (2008-2009)

As per the guidelines received from the NAAC that every accredited institution should establish an Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) as a post-accreditation quality sustenance measure, an IQAC Committee is constituted in our institution in order to provide a significant and   meaningful   contribution   in the post- accreditation phase of our institution and also to channelise the efforts and measures of the institution towards academic excellence.

Following are the members of the IQAC Committee 

1. Dr. R. Vanniarajan 

-  Principal – Chairman

Senior Faculty Members

1.   Dr. R. Ilango


-  Vice-Principal

2. Prof.C.R.  Anantharaman

-  Advisor - IQAC

3. Dr. S. Raja



-  Dean – Ex-Officio Member

4.  Dr. B. Ramamoorthy

-  Gurukula Director– Ex-Officio Member

5. Prof. R. Jayabalan 

-  Member

 External Experts
1. Sri. K.R. Balakrishnan   

-   Industrialist, Madurai


2. Dr. K. Subramanyam

-   Former Principal & College Advisor


Administrative Official


Sri. B. Ganesan


- Office Superintendent

IQAC Co-ordinator 
Dr. V.K. Sivasubramanian


Periodical meetings were held and the report was discussed and prepared to the final form. 
        Name of the Institution
: 
Year of Report 

:   2008-2009
Part A: 

The plan of action chalked out by the IQAC in the beginning of the year towards quality enhancement and the outcome by the end of the year.

The mission of this unique institution is to realize the dream of Swami Vivekananda. The dream of Swami Vivekananda was to revive the ancient Gurukula system of education which was in vogue for thousands of years in our nation. This is nothing but the Man-Making and Character-Building Education which was conceived by our Great Rishis in their rare and divine moments of imagination.This was implemented by our Founder President Swamiji Chidbhavanandaji Maharaj at our institution in 1971 and since then it has been carried out diligently at this campus through various activities.

In the present educational scenario, Character Moulding and Culture Oriented Academic Programmes are given little importance while ‘mere careerism’ is very much harped upon.  Self-reform and Self-culture which are the anchors of our ancient education are relegated to the background.

Whereas, at our institution the disposition of the student is taken note of.  His character is chiseled to perfection by various activities ranging from dawn to dusk.  Physical, Emotional and Intellectual facets of a student’s personality are cared here in several programmes wherein his academic acumen gets sharpened and character carved out in tune with the spirit of the principles of Gurumaharaj Sri Ramakrishna and Swami Vivekananda.

At the commencement of this academic year it was planned to have activities 

· To make curriculum three faceted, interdisciplinary & research oriented.
· To accommodate the norms of the Government regarding CBCS in the already existing Choice Based Credit System evolved by the institution.
· By attending workshops organizing by Dept. of Collegiate 
         Education, for the successful implementation of CBCS.
· To introduce innovative teaching techniques.
· To apply learner-centered teaching strategies.
· To create opportunities to students to widen their academic horizon through e-learning.
· To sharpen the research acumen of the teachers.
· To decentralize administrative mechanism.
· To make extension activities more vibrant.
· To inculcate character-building, Life-training and man-making education more effectively.
· To provide ICT oriented infrastructure for not only teaching and learning process, but also day-to-day Governance.
· To have activities which highlight the FIVE CORE VALUES enunciated by NAAC.

· To make an attempt towards Quality Initiative, sustain the quality initiated and try to enhance the quality established

Ample evidences are available to prove that the above academic targets are achieved at the end of the year.  
Part B: 

 1. Activities reflecting the goals and objectives of the institution:

In our college, along with the intellectual skill which is a mandatory part of the curriculum of all other institutions, we have several activities from dawn to dusk to sharpen the physical and emotional aspects of students.  The unique aspect of our institution is that programmes enriching and evaluating physical and emotional enhancement of our students are incorporated in our curriculum.  The progress of our students in physical, emotional and intellectual facets are monitored and evaluated by the Acharyas of our institution. 

Activities in this regard are:

(i) Physical culture:

Activities to enrich the physical culture of our students are spread over the day.  Students make their physique stronger by doing physical exercises in the morning and Yogasanas in the evening.  In addition to this, martial training like Karate and Silumbam is also imparted to students. All these activities are evaluated under Part IV compulsory course called PHYSICAL EDUCATION by our Physical Director.

(ii) Emotional culture:
This culture is cultivated by the students who assemble at the Prayer Hall in solemn quiet and impressive orderliness at morn, noon and evening, the three periods of natural calm. It provides a basis of high thinking and chastened feeling for all the subsequent activity of mind and body.  This is one of the chief planks in the Gurkula programme to bring to the students the lost value of contemplation.  This aspect is gauged under Part IV compulsory course called Citizenship training by our Acharyas through concrete evaluative programmes. 

This is the perennial unique feature of our institution.

(iii) Intellectual culture: 

As far as the academic mission of this particular point is concerned, it is to introduce New and Innovative teaching techniques, strengthen the Research acumen of our teachers and widen the Extension activities of the College in general.
 2.  NEW ACADEMIC PROGRAMMES INITIATED (UG AND PG)
        CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT:  CBCS

As per the norms stipulated by the Govt. of Tamil Nadu to have a uniform pattern of CBCS curriculum in all colleges (Govt. aided, self financed, autonomous etc.) the following syllabi were framed in various departments to fit in to the new CBCS curriculum.

 Details received from the Government in this regard are given below

CBCS for UG

	Study Components
	No.of 

Courses
	Credit per Course
	Total Credits

	                       Part-I

Tamil/Other languages
	2+2=4
	3
	12



	                       Part-II

English


	2+2=4
	3
	12

	                      Part-III

Core Subjects

Allied Subjects

Project/Electives with three courses
	13-15

      4


	4-5

5
	60

20

15




PART IV COURSES UNDER CBCS FOR II YEAR III YEAR STUDENTS UNDER OLD CBCS PATTERN:


The main objective of this institution is to give life training to the students.  Steps are also taken to make our students employable.  In order to increase the employment opportunities of our students, a number of new courses are introduced under CBCS which are unique to our institution. Under this following are the compulsory courses 


1.  
Value Education


2.  
Spiritual Education


3. 
Wit for Wisdom and Humour for Health


4. 
Physical Education


5. 
General Knowledge


6.
Citizenship Training


7.
Environmental Studies


8.
Self-Study Scheme

TAMIL

· The Department of Tamil has extended its dissemination of Tamil Language and Literature teaching to Non-Tamil Language students under Part IV who joined in the UG semester courses under CBCS from the academic year 2008-09. 

SANSKRIT & PHILOSOPHY 

· M.A. Applied Philosophy  started from this academic year onwards. 

· Conducted a workshop on Spoken Sanskrit for  ten days (14th - 23rd  – Dec-2008) 

ENGLISH:


The Department of English  organized an English Enrichment Camp from    13th  to 15th June 2008. The following are the honourary resource persons from other departments Dr.M.Senthilvelan, Prof. C.R.Anantharaman,  Sri. P.Muthukumaran, Dr. K.Karthikeyan,  Dr.T.Rajendran, Dr. E. Jayakumar, Sri N. Nagendran and Dr. V.K.Sivasubramanian. The department has prepared a booklet  exclusively for this camp with relevant materials to enhance all the four skills – Reading, Listening, Writing and Speaking.  


The Department also organized a Bridge Course from  2nd to 7th  July 2008 for the freshers  most of whom hail from downtrodden sections of the rural areas. The department staff were assisted by Peer Team Student Tutors who mainly familiarized the I Year students  with vocabulary and tense forms with the help of a book-let supplied to each.  


Sri S. Annamalai, Chief of Bureau The Hindu conducted a One Day workshop on Report Making to all the III Year students on 1st July,2008. 


Sri Vigneswaran, C.A. our alumnus and Mr. Sivakumar, Deputy General Manager, Reserve Bank of India, Bhuvaneswar, our Hr.Sec.School alumnus motivated our B.Com. (C.A.) students by delivering  guest lectures on 15th July and 19th July 2008 respectively. 


All the teachers of the department conducted a One Day workshop on Improving Communication Skills in English at MAVMM Ayira Vysiar College, Kallampatti, Madurai on 7th January 2009.   


All the teachers visited S.R. Naidu College, Sattur, VHNSN College, Virudhunagar and MEPCO Engineering College, Sivakasi on  23rd January 2008               and Tamilnadu Govt. Polytechnic for Men, Madurai on  10th February 2009  to make an on the spot study about the English Language Lab which was later established.

Dr. R. Ilango conducted a One Day workshop on “How to Face Interviews?” to the II Year MBA students of VHNSN College, Virudhunagar on 25th February,2009.


Dr. B. Ramamoorthy was a resource person for the M.Phil scholars of Distance Education at GRI, Gandhigram and delivered lectures on “Methods in English Language Teaching” on 14th February 2009.


They make their own teaching materials without depending upon the readymade books by publishers. This innovative method makes the syllabus realistic to the needs of students and employers.


In addition they have a number of Audio Cassettes produced by the Central Institute of English and Foreign Languages, Hyderabad and audio cassettes and Video CDs produced by the Regional Institute of English, Bangalore.

They prepare their own Video CDs of Group Discussions which they play often to students.


The Department has arranged to supply one copy of ‘The Hindu’, one copy of ‘The Indian Express’ and one copy of ‘Dinamani (Tamil News paper)’ to each cloakroom. 

·  Teaching English vocabulary and Basic English grammar to the school children of Government Girls Higher Secondary School, Sholavandan every Thursday from 10.00 to 11.15 a.m.

· A Board of Studies Meeting was conducted on 5th March 2009 where eminent resource persons like Dr.R. Jothiprakash (USA), Prof. M.R. Prabakaran (GRI), Sri S. Annamalai, Chief of Bureau, The Hindu, Sri Raghavan a retired Professor from TN Govt. Polytechnic for men, Madurai and Sri Asirvatham, a retired Technician from Instrumentation Centre, M.K. University offered their valuable suggestions to establish an English Language Lab at the Department.  

‘Crossing the boundary’ or Inter-disciplinary Team-teaching is done by both the course teacher and a teacher from the Department of English.
ECONOMICS


It was planned to arrange guest lectures and seminars to strengthen the existing syllabus which highlights Advertising, Sales Promotion and Sales Management.

HISTORY:


The Department of History for the benefit of the students has revised its syllabus this year – has added more fruitful, skill based and job oriented papers like Tourism, Archaeology, Epigraphy, Numismatics, Temple Architecture, and Museology. The Department has also widened the scope of its political history papers to current events to enable the students to get success in the competitive examinations. 

The Department conducted a two day work shop on Epigraphy on 26-27 September 2008. It invited eminent Epigraphists like Dr. V. Vedachalam, Dr. C. Santhalingam, and Sri P. Rajendran of the Tamilnadu State Deparment of Archaeology to our college and trained our students in the ancient scripts of Brahmi, Grantham and Vatelluthu. 

The Department also arranges field visits and takes students to archaeological sites in Tamilnadu. This year the students were taken to Kongar Puliankulam, a two millennium year old site, to view the rock beds of the Jain monks. The students were taught how to copy inscriptions directly from stone walls. 

The Department offers a course on Philately to students of all majors, unique in the whole of the nation. It instructs our students how to advance their academic interest through the collection of stamps. We feel proud that the Central Government – The Department of Post and Telegraph hires our services to train its staff on Philately. It regularly invites Sri. N. Nagendran, a philatelist and S.G. lecturer of our Department to deliver lectures and offer one day training courses on Philately for its staff.  So far he has the honour of making three visits this year in Mar & Oct. 2008.    

COMMERCE

All B.Com. First and second year students have undergone on the job-practical training under Chartered Accountants for one month during May 2008. All M.Com. First year students have undergone on-the-job practical training in various industrial undertakings for one month during May 2008.

A one day Inter-Collegiate Seminar on “Investment Opportunities in Stock Exchange” was jointly organized by the Department of Commerce and Tamil Nadu Investors Association on 28th August 2008. It was sponsored by SEBI. Dr.C.Lakshmanan, Reader in Commerce and Programme Director, highlighted the importance of the Seminar. Dr.R.Vanniarajan, Principal, delivered the inaugural address. Sri.A.K.Narayan, President, Tamilnadu Investors’ Association, Chennai, gave the key note address. In his address, he highlighted the scope of investment opportunities in stock market. Sri.G.N.Naagendran, Executive Secretary, Tamilnadu Investors’ Association, Chennai, spoke on “Investment guidelines”. The do’s and don’ts of investors while investing in stock market are explained by him. Sri.G.Shyam Sunder, Senior Executive, NSE, Chennai, gave a lecture on “Latest developments in NSE”. Dr.K.Alamelu, Reader in Bank Management, Alagappa University, Karaikudi, spoke on “Futures and Options”. In her speech, she highlighted the salient features of futures and options contracts made in stock market. Sri.K.Karthikeyan, Selection Grade Lecturer in commerce, proposed a vote of thanks.

CHEMISTRY


As an Innovative Academic Programme in the Teaching Techniques both the    I M.Sc. and II M.Sc. Chemistry students  used LCD projector for their paper presentation  during three days in a marathon way.

Projects Obtained: 


 An amount of Rs.7,37,800 has been sanctioned to Dr.T. Rajendran by the UGC for his  Major Research Project entitled “Aggregation Induced Molecular Probes”.  

An amount of Rs.7,77,800 has been sanctioned to Dr.M. Ganesan by the UGC for his  Major Research Project entitled “Photochemical Generation of Ru(III) ion and its electron transfer reaction with methionine peptides”  


An Amount of rupees fifty thousand has been sanctioned  by the TAMILNADU STATE COUNCIL FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY to  organize  the Creation of Scientific Awareness Programmes among the  School Students, Rural farmers and Self help Group members of Madurai district.  Our college has been recognized as CSA by Tamilnadu State Council for Science and Technology. Mr. B.Servaramthu has attended the Creation of Scientific Awareness Programme’s preliminary coordinator’s meeting at Chennai on 25.02.2009. Dr.T.Rajendran has acted as coordinator for the said programmes.  Under this CSA programme the department is going to launch three separate programmes for School Students, Rural farmers and Self help Group members of Madurai district.


A two day, CSIR sponsored National Seminar on Modern Trends in Chemistry - MTC 12 was organized by the Department during 27th and 28th Feb, 2009.  Prof.S. Perumal,  Syndicate Member, M.K. University delivered the inaugural address.  Prof. Anunay Samanta, School of Chemistry, University of Hyderabad, Dr.G.N. Ramesh Babu, Dr. Syed Azim, Scientists from CECRI, Karaikudi, Prof. Vishnu Kamath Banglore University, Prof. Natarajan, IISC, Bangalore, Prof. P. Venuranalingam, Bharathidasan University, Trichy Prof. A.K. Mishra, IIT, Chennai, Prof. K. Pitchumani, M.K. University spoke on frontier areas of Chemistry.   Prof. S. Rajagopal, Co-ordinator, School of Chemistry, M.K. University delivered valedictory address. Prof. C. Srinivasan and Swamiji Divyananda Maharaj were the other dignitaries present. 40 participants from various institutions  attended and  10 oral presentations and 15 poster presentations were made. There were on the whole one hundred and forty five local participants.  Six papers were presented from the research group of the Department in the above Seminar.

COMPUTER SCIENCE:

Latest subjects like Mobile computing, Multimedia Applications, and Java and Web Designing have been introduced in the syllabus.
The members of the department are using PowerPoint slides, Flash and audio & video system for teaching techniques.

PEER TEAM STUDENT TUTORS 


PTST is an innovative scheme introduced at our college recently.  Academically sharp students are selected in each discipline and they are given the responsibility of training their weak peer group in learning their subjects.  They conduct weekly tests and give suitable assignments to the weaker sections.  Each PTST takes care of two or three of their wards.  Nearly 140 academically poor students were given special coaching by 93 Peer Team Student Tutors (PTST) and more than 50 % of the students passed in their arrear papers because of the strenuous efforts taken by PTSTs. They handled the remedial classes to needy students three hours per week during the morning study hours.

3. INNOVATIONS IN CURRICULAR DESIGN AND TRANSACTION:

Curriculum Development 

The members of the Boards of Studies have taken every effort to revise and update the syllabus under Autonomy.  The Boards of Studies of all the departments were convened during January and July to suit the convenience of the departments. A thorough discussion was held to introduce innovations in the curriculum.  They were duly approved by the academic council held on 5-7-2008 & 11-04-2009.
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